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Dedicated to a better, safer DeKalb 
A Message from Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling: 

 

Happy New Year to you and your family!  

 

The past year was a challenging, but rewarding time to be the Solicitor-General of 

DeKalb County.   

 

Our community saw an increase in domestic-violence related incidents. With the 

help of DeKalb CEO Michael Thurmond and DeKalb Commissioner Mereda Davis 

Johnson, my team was able to directly address the issues we were seeing day-to-

day.   

 

We were encouraged to continue the community programs we established in 

previous years and add more programs aimed at strengthening our families. 

Because stronger families mean stronger communities.  

 

We have continued to strengthen our partnerships with other law enforcement 

agencies, as well as our non-profit and community partners.  

  

Take a moment to catch up on all we have accomplished in the past year. Thank 

you for your continued support and we look forward to building a better, safer 

DeKalb. 

Improving Resources to the Community 

Giving Our Youth Opportunity 

DeKalb County Solicitor-General Donna 

Coleman-Stribling received funding from 

DeKalb County CEO Michael Thurmond 

and DeKalb Commissioner Mereda Davis-

Johnson to expand domestic violence 

prevention and develop initiatives that 

address domestic violence in the county.   

  

“Since taking office, it has been my goal to 

equip our community with the resources 

and knowledge needed to better identify 

problematic patterns that could lead to 

deadly consequences,” said Solicitor-

General Coleman-Stribling. “It is vital to 

extend our resources to DeKalb County 

Police. It is vital to partner with other coun-

ty agencies and local non-profits to edu-

cate our community through free pro-

grams. Through this initiative, we will 

strengthen our partnerships and create a 

stronger network that can interrupt this 

deadly cycle.” 

  

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling used 

the funding to create the Not in My DeKalb 

initiative, which includes a domestic vio-

lence prevention and mentorship cam-

paign, community programs, and provides 

second-response personnel to DeKalb 

County Police Department’s South Pre-

cinct.  

 

“DeKalb County is dedicated to interrupting 

the violent cycle of domestic abuse,” said 

CEO Thurmond. “Solicitor-General Cole-

man-Stribling has created innovative strat-

egies such as Dancing with the DeKalb 

Stars to address this tragic issue and the 

new program is another tool to aid domes-

tic violence survivors and their families.”  

  

Thirty percent of fatalities studied in the 

Georgia Domestic Violence Fatality Re-

view project involved citizens who were 

between the ages of 15 and 24. Additional-

ly, during the past decade, an average of 

149 Georgians have been killed each year 

due to domestic violence. Of the more than 

13,000 misdemeanor cases prosecuted by 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling’s office 

each year, nearly one-third are domestic 

violence in nature.  

  

Not in My DeKalb features two programs, 

Because We Are Family and Sunday Night 

Lights.  

  

Because We Are Family includes work-

shops focusing on improving families’ 

communication, as well as tactics for con-

flict resolution.  

  

Sunday Night Lights is a family-style pro-

gram featuring discussions focused on 

conflict resolution led by certified facilita-

tors over a freshly prepared meal. In addi-

tion to Solicitor-General Coleman Stribling, 

initial partners include DeKalb County 

Department of Recreation of Parks, Recre-

ation, and Cultural Affairs, DeKalb County 

Board of Health, Kaiser Permanente of 

Georgia, Men Stopping Violence, Women’s 

Resource Center and International Wom-

en’s House.  

  

The initiative kicked off Sept. 27, with a 

pop-up summit at The Gallery at South 

DeKalb. Community members were invited 

to meet local law enforcement, enjoyed 

free food and learned more about the 

resources in DeKalb combatting intimate 

partner violence. 

 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling hopes 

to provide the DeKalb County community 

with the resources and tactics needed to 

resolve their interpersonal conflicts.  

  

For more information on the Not in My 

DeKalb initiative, visit 

www.NotinMyDekalb.com. 

 

#NOTinmyDEKALB Tackles Domestic Violence 
Through Education, Prevention and Partnership   

Moments from #NOTinmyDEKALB 

Strengthening Partnerships 
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The DeKalb County Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-

Stribling raised over $32,000 through her annual Dancing 

with the DeKalb Stars, a domestic violence resource expo 

and fundraiser, for local non-profits, Women’s Resource 

Center to End Domestic Violence and International Women’s 

House. The event, which was held at Porter Sanford III 

Performing Arts & Community Center, exceeded fundraising 

goals through ticket sales and sponsorships.    

 

“This year’s Dancing with the DeKalb Stars was especially 

vital given the recent increase in domestic violence-related 

incidents occurring in our community. This increase signals to 

us the importance of educating our community about the 

resources we have combatting the cycle of abuse,” said 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling. “Once again, we were 

able to fundraise for two staple organizations in our 

community and provide an opportunity for our guests to learn 

of the various resources available to them interrupting the 

cycle of abuse.”  

 

The event featured a Resource Expo that included 15 non-

profits, who assist victims and survivors of domestic violence, 

and a dance competition comprised of 9 teams of notable 

DeKalb County community members. Winners of the ABC-

inspired dance competition were C. David Moody, founder of 

C. D. Moody Construction, partnered with Brentney J., owner 

of MAD, LLC. First runner-up was Lisa Bobb, owner of 

Squash Blossom Boutique, and her partner, Shervoski 

Moreland of Dance 411. Second runner-up was Major 

Jefferey Leslie, with the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office, and 

his partner, Vanessa Gibson, owner of Eagle’s Landing 

Dance Center.  

 

DeKalb star Bobb secured this year’s People’s Choice award 

by fundraising the most for the two benefitting non-profits. 

This year’s race for People’s Choice was extremely 

competitive with DeKalb Star and DeKalb Board of Assessors 

member, Charlene Fang, coming in second place and Moody 

coming in third.  

 

Hosts for the evening were 2017 champion and owner and 

attorney at Shah Law Firm, Parag Shah, and Elizabeth 

George, wife of Parag Shah and partner at Shah Law Firm. 

Judges of the dance competition were 2018 champion and 

executive director of Porter Sanford III Performing Arts 

Center, David Manuel; executive director of Leadership 

DeKalb, Maria Balais; and Kaiser Permanente of Georgia’s 

director of specialty care operations and strategy, Paul 

Jacxsens. Mable’s Barbecue and Smoked Meats catered the 

resource expo and fundraiser. The Champion Newspaper 

was the event’s official media sponsor.  

January 2020 

The Latest from The Office of The DeKalb County Solicitor-General 

In 2019, DeKalb County saw a drastic in-

crease in domestic violence related incidents. 

To address this increase, DeKalb County 

CEO, Michael Thurmond, and DeKalb Coun-

ty Commissioner Mereda Davis Johnson, 

gave additional funding to DeKalb County 

Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling. 

 

With this additional funding the Solicitor 

hoped to make an immediate impact on the 

day-to-day lives of victims of misdemeanor 

family violence cases. To make this impact, 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling, in part-

nership with DeKalb County Police Depart-

ment, launched a pilot program where a 

victim advocate from her office is assigned to the South Pre-

cinct.  

 

In October, the Solicitor brought on Brenda Puebla as her 

South Precinct victim advocate. As the only victim advocate 

assigned to a DeKalb Police Precinct, she acts as a second-

response personnel for misdemeanor domestic violence 

incidents. Puebla directly engages with victims within hours of 

the arrest of the perpetrator. She assists with information, 

resources and allow for early intervention in these misde-

meanor domestic violence incidents.  

 

“This is the first time in DeKalb’s history, where we’ve had a 

victim-advocate available to immediately 

respond to domestic violence-related inci-

dents,” said Solicitor-General Coleman-

Stribling. “Having the opportunity to intervene 

as soon as the incident happens, gives us a 

greater chance of interrupting the cycle.”   

 

 

Puebla is passionate about interrupting the 

patterns of abuse and women’s issues. She 

brings that passion and experience to the 

DeKalb County Solicitor General’s Office as 

the first-ever victim advocate assigned to a 

DeKalb Police Precinct. 

 

To assist the new victim advocate at South Precinct, the 

Solicitor hired Antoinette Beyah. The new investigator is re-

sponsible for assisting Puebla with any needs that may arise 

when connecting with a victim.  

 

Beyah has always been a champion for women’s issues and 

community empowerment. It is her goal in this current position 

to use her experience, education , and training to interrupt the 

patterns of violence that disproportionately affect the south 

DeKalb neighborhoods, where she has lived for 30 years.  

 

 

In February 2019, DeKalb County 
Juvenile Court became one of the 
recipients of a three-year Youth-
Build grant.  
 
YouthBuild is a community-based 
alternative education program for 
youth between the ages of 16 and 
24 who are high school dropouts, 
adjudicated youth, youth aging out-
of-foster-care, youth with disabilities 
and migrant farmworkers.  
 
The grant, valued at $1.1 million, 
allows the Juvenile Court to partner 
with the DeKalb Solicitor-General, 
WorkSource DeKalb and other com-

munity organizations to provide paid 
occupational skills training, paid 
work experience/internships, high 
school and GED completion to DeK-
alb youth.  
 
YouthBuild assists with certifying 
young adults in high demand fields, 
such as:  

 Construction 

 Hospitality  

 Plumbing/HVAC 

 Welding 

 Electrical 

 CDL/Forklift 

 Certified Nurse Assistant 

 C-Tech./Cable Installation  
 
The Solicitor-General’s role in the 
grant is to assist with referring par-
ticipants between the ages of 17 

and 24. 
 
“In my office, we come into contact 
with young adults who’ve made a 
mistake and want to do better,” said 
Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-

Stribling. “The resources provided 
by YouthBuild give us the opportuni-
ty to give those young adults a bet-
ter shot at not repeating those mis-
takes or going down a much darker 
path.” 
 
 

DeKalb Juvenile Court Partners with Solicitor-General to Bring YouthBuild to DeKalb  

3rd Annual Dancing with the DeKalb Stars  

Solicitor Partners with DeKalb Police to Provide Immediate Resources to Victims  
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As part of Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month in February, Solicitor-General 

Donna Coleman-Stribling partnered with Fit For a Queen Boutique, Charlo Riney of The Bello Mo 

Group and Lynette Clove, an Independent sales director for Mary Kay, to host the third annual Stop 

Teen Dating Violence PSA Contest. 

 

Local teens were invited to produce  a 1-minute video promoting healthy teen dating practices that 

prevent dating violence and highlight positive characteristics such as honesty, compromise, good 

communication, individuality, understanding and problem solving. 

 

Jordan Walton, a senior at DeKalb High School of Technology South and an audio/video technology 

and film student of Stacia Rhoades, was selected by the Solicitor-General for showing how abusive 

behaviors can evolve in young relationships.  

 

Those interested in viewing Walton’s project can visit https://youtu.be/KH086RkoogI.  

 

Walton was awarded the prom prize package, which included dinner for two, a gift certificate from Fit 

For a Queen and a custom tuxedo from the Bello Mo Group for attire for himself and a guest, and 

makeup services courtesy of Lynette Clove of Mary Kay.  

 

The Office of the DeKalb Solicitor-General encourages any teen who is aware of or experiencing teen 

dating violence to reach out to www.loveisrespect.org, call the Hotline at 1.866.331.9474 or text 

“LOVEIS” to 22522 for assistance.  
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DeKalb Solicitor Featured as Keynote Speaker at  
Global Federation of Chinese Business Women-Atlanta Gala 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, August 10, DeKalb County Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling spoke to at-
tendees of the annual Global Federation of Chinese Business Women (GFCBW)-Atlanta Chapter 
Gala. 
 
GFCBW-Atlanta Chapter is a non-profit organization. It is one of the 68 chapters of the GFCBW 
worldwide. Its main objectives are to promote women’s entrepreneurship and leadership and to pro-
vide community services.  GFCBW 's headquarters is based in Taiwan and was founded in 1994. The 
Atlanta Chapter is the 60th chapter and was founded in August 2017.   
 
Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling highlighted the impressive achievements made by the members 
of GFCBW-Atlanta and reminded attendees of the importance of connecting with the community to 
improve everyone’s quality of life.   
 
Following the Solicitor’s speech, GFCBW-Atlanta presented her with a donation to her annual Danc-
ing with the DeKalb Stars, which benefits two local women’s shelters, Women’s Resource Center to 
End Domestic Violence and International Women’s House.  
 

Solicitor-General Selects DeKalb High School of Technology South Student as  

Winner of the 2019 Stop Teen Dating Violence PSA Contest 

International Women’s House Recognizes DeKalb Solicitor with  

Hope for Tomorrow Award  
 
Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling proudly accepted the 
Hope for Tomorrow Award from International Women’s House 
during the organization’s annual  fundraiser, Night for New Begin-
nings.  
 
The Hope for Tomorrow Award recognizes individuals who go 
above and beyond in assisting victims and survivors of family 
violence, sexual assault and human trafficking. It honors influen-
tial civic and business leaders who work to build a safer commu-
nity for women and girls. Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling has 
a long career of fighting on behalf of victims trapped in the vicious 
cycle. She’s also worked tirelessly to fundraise on behalf of Inter-
national Women’s House.  
 
In 2008, International Women’s House began celebrating survivors with an annual gala, which also 
helped in raising vital funds to provide services. The 2019 gala featured a unique mission call to raise 
funds for enhanced survivor services. Past honorees include: Former First Lady Sandra Deal and 
Former Attorney General Sam Olens.  

https://youtu.be/KH086RkoogI
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Around the Community with the Solicitor 
Moments with Our Team Serving Our Community 

 

Solicitor with Superior Court 

Judge Shondeana Morris at 

Bethune-Cookman Middle School 

Investigator Wanda Wellman sings at 9/11  

Remembrance Ceremony 
Solicitor Attends Boss Lift Solicitor Attends Commissioner 

Bradshaw’s Quarterly Breakfast 

Solicitor on-air with Derrick Boazman Solicitor’s Office Helps Chamblee Police at 

Car Safety Seat Checks 

Solicitor Speaks to the South East DeKalb 

Concerned Citizens Coalition 

Our South Precinct Victim Advocate and 

Investigator with Commissioner Larry Johnson 

Solicitor Attends the Stone Mountain 

Lithonia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta, Inc.’s annual Domestic Violence 

Candlelight Vigil 

Diversion Deputy Chief Discusses Online 

Safety with Kelly Lake Elementary Students 

Assistant Solicitor-General Attends East 

Precinct’s Coffee with a Cop 
South DeKalb Senior Citizen Center’s Annual Scam Jam 

The Solicitor’s Office During LGBTQ 

Culture Awareness Training 

Our Special Victims Unit Deputy Chief 

at Coffee with a Cop 
Solicitor's Office at DeKalb Cultural 

Exchange Quarterly Breakfast 

Solicitor Speaks to Georgia Association 

of Black Women Attorneys 

Solicitor’s Office Attends NAACP’s Denim Day  The Solicitor with Probate Judge Bedelia 

Hargrove and Federal Judge Eleanor Ross at 

DeKalb Cultural Exchange Breakfast  

Solicitor’s Office Attends DeKalb Lawyer’s 

Association Annual Breakfast 

Solicitor’s Office Attends Annual Sherriff’s 

Community Day at Stars & Strikes 

The Solicitor’s Office Attends Internation-

al Women’s House Annual Gala 

The Solicitor Poses with CEO Michael Thurmond at 

Annual Fallen Heroes Ceremony 
Solicitor Attends the Georgia Legislative 

Black Caucus 

Solicitor Speaks to East Precinct 

Community Members 

Solicitor-General Speaks at Georgia Victim 

Assistance Academy Graduation  

The Solicitor’s Office Poses with LGBTQ 

Culture Awareness Training Facilitators   

Commissioner Kathie Gannon’s Annual Food 

Drive Kick-Off 

Solicitor’s Office at Commissioner Larry 

Johnson’s Public Safety Town Hall 

The Solicitor Speaks on Human Trafficking Panel 
Quality of Life Prosecutor Attends District 7’s 

Community Code Meeting 

The Solicitor Stands with Men Stopping Violence Program 

Director at Domestic Violence Task Force Meeting 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Proclamation with the DeKalb 

County Board of Commissioners  

Solicitor’s Office Attends National Black Prosecutors Conference  


