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Dedicated to a better, safer DeKalb 
A Message from Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling: 

 

Happy New Year to you and your family!  

 

2018 was a busy year for my team, building on programs we created my first year 

in office and challenging ourselves to create a better, safer DeKalb for you.  

 

Our office grew with the addition of several attorneys enthusiastic to learn what it 

takes to be a successful prosecutor. Our focus continues to be developing their 

skills to improve productivity, efficiency and better results for those we serve.   

 

Our community outreach programs, such as Dancing with the DeKalb Stars and 

Because We Have Daughters, saw an overwhelming amount of support from the 

DeKalb County community. We are encouraged to find more ways to creatively 

engage our community and educate them on preventive tactics. 

 

We strengthened our partnerships with other law enforcement agencies, local 

nonprofits and community leaders. These partnerships help us serve and protect 

victims and their family.  

  

Our office served the community by advocating for our citizens. We advocated 

through listening to community concerns, thoroughly reviewing allegations and 

holding offenders accountable.  

 

We work everyday for our community and we are only able to do the work with 

your support. We thank you for that support and hope we continue to have your 

support to create a better, safer DeKalb. 

Quality of Life Unit Exceeds Expectations 

Strengthening Family Bonds 

The DeKalb County Solicitor-General, in partnership 

with Men Stopping Violence (MSV), Decatur Alumni 

Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi and the International 

Women’s House, Inc. (IWH), was awarded over 

$300,000 to form the Engaging Men Project. The 

grant comes from the Department of Justice Office 

on Violence Against Women with a focus on ad-

dressing domestic and sexual assault through the 

engagement of men and boys.  

 

The Solicitor-General’s Office prosecutes over 

13,000 misdemeanor cases every year, more than 

one-third of which involve domestic violence. 

Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling has a 

deep commitment to ending the violence against 

women. She recognizes an important factor to 

ending this cycle is to better engage men.  

 

“My team and I are dedicated to building a better, 

safer DeKalb through education, partnerships and 

pursuing justice for our victims,” said Solicitor-

General Coleman-Stribling. “This grant from the 

Office on Violence Against Women helps us fulfill 

these commitments. This grant allows us to partner 

with three organizations with an immense commit-

ment to bettering our community and ending the 

deadly cycle of abuse. It also gives my office, as 

well as our partners, an opportunity to make men 

true allies in our fight to end domestic violence.”  

 

Existing prevention programs are primarily designed 

as lessons in risk reduction for potential victims. 

The goal of the Engaging Men Project is to create 

proactive prevention programs and expand existing 

programs – created by Men Stopping Violence – 

that address men’s role in the cycle of abuse and 

rally men as allies. 

 

The Solicitor-General’s Office will oversee the 

implementation of a six-part program that involves 

Men Stopping Violence coordinating educational 

and training sessions for members of the Decatur 

Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi. The program 

will also require the members of Kappa Alpha Psi to 

incorporate what they learn about the violence 

against women into their Guide Right Program, 

which is a mentoring program that pairs their 

members with young men in their community. To 

ensure the Engaging Men Project maintains safety 

for victims of domestic violence, the International 

Women’s House will assist in the planning and 

implementation. 

 

The grant also assists with the creation of a sum-

mer internship program with Men Stopping Vio-

lence. The organization will select young men, who 

are preparing to go to college, to work closely with 

the non-profit and exercise what they have learned 

through the various educational sessions.  

DeKalb Solicitor-General Secures Over 

$300,000 for Engaging Men Project  

DeKalb County’s Solicitor-General  
Creates Support Network with  

Local Faith Leaders 

 

Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling hosted her inaugural 

Faith Leaders Breakfast: Building Partnerships. The breakfast was 

an interactive discussion with the faith leaders in DeKalb County at 

Rehoboth Baptist Church. The purpose of the breakfast was to 

establish partnerships throughout DeKalb County with various clergy 

members. 

 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling recognizes many members of 

the DeKalb community, who have been victims of a crime, turn to 

their faith-based community for support and guidance.  

 

“Our goal was – and always will be – to equip the faith-based  

communities with a thorough understanding of the criminal justice 

system, what services we provide and what steps we can take 

together to keep our community safe,” said Solicitor-General Cole-

man-Stribling. “We hoped to establish partnerships throughout 

DeKalb County with our faith leaders to create a strong network for 

the most vulnerable in our community. With faith leaders’ participa-

tion, we were able to take one step closer in accomplishing this 

goal.” 

 

Topics discussed during the breakfast included, tactics for ending 

the cycle of youthful repeat offenders through diversion programs, 

addressing the numerous unmet needs of the mentally ill through 

DeKalb’s Misdemeanor Health Court, and ways faith leaders can 

collaborate with the Solicitor-General’s Office to create meaningful 

solutions.  

 

Over 30 clergy members attended the breakfast. Leaders had an 

opportunity to hear from multiple heads of law enforcement agen-

cies, such as Sheriff Jeffrey Mann and District Attorney Sherry 

Boston. Major L.J. Roscoe, of the DeKalb County Sherriff’s Office, 

led a discussion focused on the use of body cameras in police work.   

 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling reflected: “My team and I 

worked hard to bring an informative and interactive session to these 

respected leaders. We’re thankful for their participation and look 

forward to working with them to create a better, safer DeKalb.” 

Giving Second Chances 

Creating Support Networks 

Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling and members of her team, who 

organized the inaugural Faith Leaders Breakfast 



YEAR IN REVIEW 

DeKalb County Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling raised 

over $21,500 through her annual Dancing with the DeKalb Stars, a 

domestic violence resource expo and fundraiser, for local non-

profits, Women’s Resource Center to End Domestic Violence and 

International Women’s House. The event, which was held at Porter 

Sanford III Performing Arts & Community Center, exceeded 

fundraising goals through ticket sales, sponsorships and a 

partnership with the DeKalb Elementary School of the Arts.   

 

“Our goal for this event was to create a fun and safe environment 

for our community to learn more about the cycle of abuse. We also 

wanted Dancing with the DeKalb Stars to truly become a community 

owned event,” explained Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling. “With 

students from the DeKalb Elementary School of the Arts selecting 

our event to donate to and to see such enthusiasm from members 

of our community, I believe we accomplished our goals. My team 

and I are proud to deliver a memorable night and we appreciate the 

continued support we receive from DeKalb County.”  

 

“The event featured a Resource Expo that included 15 non-profits, 

who assist victims and survivors of domestic violence, and a dance 

competition comprised of 9 teams of notable DeKalb County 

community members. Winners of the ABC-inspired dance 

competition were David Manuel, division manager of DeKalb 

County’s recreation, parks & cultural affairs, partnered with Shalay 

Johnson, owner of Infinite Dance Theatre. First runner-up was 

Judge Fatima El-Amin, with DeKalb County Juvenile Court, and her 

partner, Calan Bryant. Second runner-up was Chief Deputy 

Reginald Scandrett, with the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office, and his 

partner, Jazmin Freeman.  

 

This year’s Dancing with the DeKalb Stars featured the People’s 

Choice award. This trophy was awarded to the team who raised the 

most through their individual Click & Pledge sites. Dr. Connie 

Stevenson, director of School choice for the DeKalb County school 

district, partnered with Shervoski Moreland, of Reynold’s Artistic 

Creations and Performing Arts Center, raised over $1,100.  

 

Hosts for the evening were the dynamic mother-son duo, Monica 

and Rafael Maldonado. Monica is the president and CEO of 

Interprint Communications, while Rafael is the creative director of It 

Media Collective. Judges of the dance competition were Emmy 

nominated producer, director and choreographer, Stepp Stewart; 

Principal and Artistic Director of DeKalb Elementary School of the 

Arts, Bianca Hamilton; Artistic Director for the Academy of the Arts, 

Susan McGhee Crawford; and Dancing with the DeKalb Stars 2017 

champion and owner and attorney at Shah Law Firm, Parag Shah. 

Mable’s Barbecue and Smoked Meats catered the resource expo 

and fundraiser. The Champion Newspaper was the event’s official 

media sponsor. Congressman Hank Johnson, closed the evening 

with a special performance with 2017 Dancing with the DeKalb 

Stars Champion CiCi Kelley of DARE DREAM DANCE.  
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In 2017, DeKalb Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling recognized 

the immediate need to build a unit completely focused on the quality of 

life issues in the community she served. To assist her in addressing 

these issues, the DeKalb commissioners approved a mid-year budget to 

form the unit presently known as Quality of Life. 

 

Since the unit’s inception it’s held offenders accountable by imposing 

fines, cultivated strong relationships with active community members 

and strengthened relationships with other regulatory agencies. 

 

“We accomplished so much within our first year,” said Solicitor-General 

Coleman-Stribling. “We held repeat code violators accountable, we 

listened and assisted community members with their persisting issues 

and we strengthened our partnerships with other agencies by hosting in-

depth trainings. The prosecutors in this unit have such a passion for our 

community and worked tirelessly to resolve ongoing issues.”  

 

The partnerships with various agencies were an intricate part to ensuring 

the resolution of many community concerns. To strengthen these part-

nerships the Solicitor-General hosted agency summits where heads of 

agencies met to discuss the needed strategy to resolve issues.  

 

The Solicitor-General also hosted an in-depth training for code enforce-

ment officers and the new unit. Mara Shaw and Anne Marie Bishop of 

the Carl Vinson Institute of Government, were invited by the Solicitor for 

a three-day session to guide our team and partners on ways to effective-

ly and efficiently resolve victim and community needs in and out of court, 

and how to best address all property compliance needs through compre-

hensive prosecution of a property.  

 

“We are proud of the work we’ve done, but recognize there’s still a lot 

left to be done. We appreciate the opportunity to do this work and look 

forward to improving the quality of life for all DeKalb citizens,” said 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling.  

 

DeKalb County Solicitor-General, Donna 
Coleman-Stribling, partnered with Men 
Stopping Violence (MSV) and Peace 
Baptist Church to host Because We Have 
Daughters®.  
 
MSV created the Because We Have 
Daughters® initiative in 2005 to give men 
an opportunity to deepen their bonds with 
their daughters. The program is based on 
seven core values: 

 Awareness and understanding of 
societal pressures girls and women 
face. 

 Active listening 

 Valuing girls’ voices 

 Awareness of space 

 Assertiveness, not aggression 

 Appreciation for non-traditional 
qualities 

 Stand up for what we learn together 
 

Because We Have Daughters® gives 
men a unique opportunity to learn about 
the realities the young women in their 
lives face day-to-day by participating in 
fun and educational activities. Each 
activity is followed by discussions fo-

cused on the insights each party gained 
from the activity. MSV designed the 
program to help men better understand 
what women are facing in today’s socie-
ty. 
 
“I learned about this program after a 
member of my team participated in. It 
had such an impact on their family, we 
felt it was vital to give the opportunity to 
families in DeKalb County,” said Solicitor-
General Coleman-Stribling. “Creating a 
safe space for fathers to strength their 
bond with their daughter, isn’t only bene-
ficial to these individual families, but also 
benefits our community. Our goal in my 
office is to create a better and safer 
DeKalb. Strengthening family bonds is 
one way we do that.”    
 
Over 20 men brought their daughters, 
sisters, nieces and step-daughters to 
participate in the session. They shared 
experiences  and learned from each 
other during the half-day event.  
 
Executive director of MSV acknowledged 
the importance of partnering with com-
munity leaders, like Solicitor-General 

Coleman-Stribling, to host different ses-
sions of Because We Have Daughters®, 
“Our goal is to give every man this oppor-
tunity to grow and learn from the young 
women in their lives. By having communi-
ty partners train their team and facilitate 
sessions of Because We Have Daugh-
ters®, we’re able to exceed our expecta-
tions of the program.”   

Solicitor-General Partners with Men Stopping Violence & Peace Baptist to Host Because We Have Daughters Program  

DeKalb Solicitor-General Raises Over $21,500 Through Annual Dancing with the DeKalb Stars 

Quality of Life Unit Exceeds Expectations, While Building Meaningful Partnerships  



YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

As part of Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month 

in February, Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling partnered 

with Cinderella’s Gowns, The Men’s Wearhouse of Lithonia and 

Lynette Clove, an Independent sales director for Mary Kay, to host 

the second annual Stop Teen Dating Violence PSA Contest. 

 

The goal of the contest was to engage students in a conversation 

about healthy relationships and how to prevent relationship bullying 

among teens. 

 

Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling invited DeKalb County high 

school seniors and juniors to produce  a 1-minute video promoting 

healthy teen dating practices that prevent dating violence and 

highlight positive characteristics such as honesty, compromise, good communication, individuality, understanding and 

problem solving. 

 

Christian Livingston, a junior at Chamblee High School and an audio/video technology and film student of Hakim Felts, 

was selected by the Solicitor-General for her creative take on the isolation that takes place in abusive relationships.  

 

“Ms. Livingston depicted the signs of isolation for a teen in an unhealthy relationship in 2018,” Solicitor-General 

Coleman-Stribling said. “We had so many impactful entries that we decided we wanted to select a piece that was 

unique, exemplified signs teens should look for and something this generation could relate to. Texting is how this 

generation communicates. As I watched her story unfold I immediately knew other teens would watch this and connect 

to it.” 

 

Livingston was awarded the prom prize package, which included dinner for two, a gift certificate from Cinderella’s 

Gowns and The Men’s Wearhouse for attire for herself and a guest, and makeup services courtesy of Lynette Clove of 

Mary Kay.  

 

The Office of the DeKalb Solicitor-General encourages any teen who is aware of or experiencing teen dating violence 

to reach out to www.loveisrespect.org, call the Hotline at 1.866.331.9474 or text “LOVEIS” to 22522 for assistance.  
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DeKalb Solicitor-General Participates in Record Restriction Job Fair and Summit  

 
DeKalb County Solicitor-General, along with multiple law enforcement agencies, partnered with Saint Philip Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church to host the county’s first Record Restriction Summit and Job Fair, formerly known 
as expungement.  
 
Citizens interested in participating had to submit applications prior to the April 21 job fair that was held at the part-
nering church. Record restriction is available to anyone arrested by DeKalb County Police Department or Sheriff’s 
Office and did not result in a conviction.  
 
“Having your record restricted can improve your chances at securing that job or housing,” said Solicitor-General 
Donna Coleman-Stribling. “We wanted to give that chance to the public. It’s one of the many ways we hope to 
improve the quality of life for all citizens.”  
 

Solicitor-General Donna Coleman-Stribling partnered with the 
Decatur Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., and 
the Columbia Drive United Methodist Church, to host their 
annual toiletry drive for CHRIS 180, Inc.  
 
Throughout April, which is recognized as Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, both organizations accepted toiletry donations to 
assist youth living in CHRIS 180 facilities.  
 
CHRIS 180 is a DeKalb County non-profit organization that 
supports abused children in foster care by providing counseling, 
shelter, adoption services, and a transitioning program for youth 
who have aged out of the foster system. 
 
On Saturday, May 5, in recognition of 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week 
and Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling 
worked with teen volunteers, provided 
by the fraternity partner, to assemble 
the hygiene gift packs that go into 
“Welcome Kits” that CHRIS 180 
provides to youth when they first 
arrive. Kits were assembled in the 
partner church’s gym. 

 
The focus of the drive was to provide the youth with the toilet-
ries that are essential but often overlooked.  
 
“Young people are our community’s future, so it’s important we 
help them in any way possible,” said Solicitor-General Coleman
-Stribling.   
 
The drive received donations from other law enforcement agen-
cies, such as the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office,  Superior 
Court Clerk and State Court Clerk.  

Solicitor-General, Columbia Drive United Methodist Church and  
Decatur Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Host Toiletry Drive for Youth in Foster Care  

DeKalb Solicitor-General Selects Chamblee High School Student as Winner of the  

2018 Stop Teen Dating Violence PSA Contest 

Davis Bozeman Law Firm Awards Solicitor-General with  

Community Service Award  
 
Attorneys, Mawuli Davis, Robert Bozeman and Harold Spence, presented Solicitor-
General Donna Coleman-Stribling with the first Davis | Bozeman Community Ser-
vice Award. The three partners of the firm chose the Solicitor as the recipient of the 
award for her courageous work to create funding and support for survivors of do-
mestic violence.  
 
“I’m honored to have my continued dedication to making DeKalb a better, safer 
place recognized by other leaders in our community,” said Solicitor-General Cole-
man-Stribling. “I’ve made it my office’s mission to pursue justice. We get justice by 
ensuring victims have the resources they need to get back on the right track. Part-
nering with local organizations who do that is a piece of that pursuit, but those 
organizations can not function without the support of our community. That’s where 
I see myself, this position and office, as a bridge.” 
   
The award was presented to Solicitor-General Coleman-Stribling during the Davis 
Bozeman annual Holiday Affair held at Porter Sanford Center for Performing Arts.  


